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“Too long have I hunted mammoth alone!”    Rich McWhorter 
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The 20th World Atlatl Association Annual Meeting 

Valley of Fire, Nevada 
By Devin Pettigrew 

     This year the annual WAA board meeting and atlatl competition was held once again at the Valley 
of Fire State Park in Nevada. With great weather, approximately 30 competitors and a large number of 

spectators, the 
event was a big 
success. Ron 
Mertz was 

especially appreciated for planning the event, which consisted 
of a total of three days of competitions and a board meeting and 
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dinner Saturday night. 
     The competitions were held at the base of a large, 
fiery-red, sandstone outcropping, not uncommon in the 
valley, hence the name "Valley of Fire". On a flat faced 
column protruding from the rock about 40 feet off the 
valley floor is carved a series of petroglyphs, the top most 
of which depicts a Basketmaker style atlatl and dart, and a 
mountain sheep. Petroglyphs are also not uncommon in 
the valley, despite the lack of water there, however this 
one is exceptional for its realistic, as opposed to stylistic, 
representation of the atlatl, giving the scene the name 
"Atlatl Rock". A number of stylistic atlatls could also be 
seen in the park's petroglyphs. As the competitions waged 
on in the sand at the base of the rock, it was a regular 
thing to see visitors to the site with curious looks on their 
faces. Richard Lyons was there with his board of atlatl 
examples, which provided the surprised spectators with an 
explanation of the event. However it is likely that every 

atlatlist there at one point had to answer a 
few questions, at which point he or she could 
say, "Have you seen the atlatl on Atlatl 
Rock? Well that's what I'm holding in my 
hand". 

     Besides 
the regular 
ISAC, a 3-
D and also a 
European 
style 
competition 
were held 
on 
Saturday. The 3-D competition consisted of the usual group of unsuspecting 
herbivores placed strategically amongst the bushes around the rock. Had these 
been real we would have eaten barbecued deer and antelope that night rather 
than fried chicken. While the goal of the 3-D competition was rather straight 
forward, the 
European competition 

was a bit more complex, though no less entertaining. 

At the end of the competitions on Saturday a number 
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of rewards were given out for top competitors of men, women and youths. 
     Supper that night was followed by a number of announcements and a talk 
by the Park Ranger, Don Bolton who was a great help in setting up the event 
and seemed very grateful to have us there. He provided interesting 
information about the park. A discussion followed concerning the future of 
the atlatl event at the park, including a possible display on the atlatl at the 
visitor’s center. This would seem an important step in teaching the public 
about the atlatl, especially concerning the many visitors that come to the 
park, and the atlatl's lengthy history there. After the ranger's talk at the WAA 
meeting a special Fellows award was given out to Troy Helmick from 
Montana for his own lengthy history with the atlatl and his great 
contributions to the WAA. The Presidents award was given to Ron Mertz and 
Richard B Lyons. 
 

SUMMARY OF VOF PARTICIPATION AND CONTEST RESULTS 
By Ron Mertz 

     We had a total of 44 participants representing 12 states: Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Indiana, Missouri, Montana, 
New York, Nevada, Ohio, Virginia, Washington, and Wisconsin.  The total included 30 men, 13 women, and 1 youth. 
     The major competition consisted of two sets of target rounds: 1 3-D round consisting of 8 animal targets.  Each target 
had two throwing points.  There were two rounds with contestants throwing one dart from each throwing point during each 
round for a total of 32 throws.  Contestants received 3 points for a dart in the “kill zone” and 1 point for a hit on any other 
part of the animal.  Therefore, a total of 96 points were possible. 
     The second part of the competition was a modified European Contest which used the smallest five targets of the 10 used 
in the standard European Contest with appropriate distances.   Instead of the regular 3 rounds of one throw at each of 10 
targets, there were three rounds with two throws at each target for a total of 30 throws.  A total score of 100 was possible 
(hits X points divided by 45). 
     A total of 196 points were possible.  Awards for the 3 top place winners and the Grand Champion award were provided 
by Valley of Fire State Park. 
Top Scores 
Men Gary Fogelman (PA)   129.3   (Grand Champion Award) 
Women Lori Majorsky (PA)  77.4 
Youth Miles Harvey (CA) (7 yrs.)   8.0 
 

 
NOW AVAILABLE 

 
4 X 6 magnetic signs with the WAA Logo. 

 
Perfect for cars, trucks, SUVs, vans, or fridges! 
 
$8.00 each or $15.00 pair + shipping ($5.00) 
 
     Send Check made out to World Atlatl Association 
with number wanted to: 
 
Margie Takoch 
710 Fernwood Rd 
Wintersville, OH 43953 
 
Or email: theatlatl@1st.net for more info. 
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The World Atlatl Association, Inc. (ISAC) 
International Standard Accuracy Contest 

As of June 26 ,2008 
 
Top 15 ISAC Results for Men (score 70 and above) 

Score  Name     Home   Contest 
1  96xxx  Douglas Bassett    NY   Atlatl-in-Action - Elmira NY 
2  94 Doug Leeth    NC    Ochlocknee River Park - 
3  93  Mark Bracken    PA    North Georgia Knap-In 
4  92X  Tom Mills    CA    Valley of Fire - Nevada 
5  91X  Doug Miller    WI    Wausau School Forest - Cascade, WI 
6  91x  Thomas Chauvaux  Belgium   Crepy-En-Valois - France 
7  91  Gary Fogelman     PA    Atlatl-in-Action - Elmira NY 
8  90x  Mike Waters    NY    Living History Wknd - Cuba, NY 
9  90x  Kevin Ashley    TN    Old Stone Fort - Manchester, TN 
10  90  Andy Majorsky    PA    Atlatl-in-Action - Elmira NY 
11  89xxx  John Whittaker    IA    Osage Knap-in, MO 
12  88x  Scott Van Arsdale   NY    Living History Weekend - Cuba, NY 
13  88x  Richard Lyons    IN    Valley of Fire - Nevada 
14  88  Dennis Lantz    PA    Chemung, NY 
15  88  Bob Kitch    WA    Wintercount - Maricopa, AZ 

 
Top 15 2008 ISAC Results for Women (score 50 and above) 

Score  Name     Home    Contest 
1  87  Melissa Dildine    PA    Chemung, NY 
2  85 Lori Majorsky    PA    Valley of Fire - Nevada 
3  77 Joanne Fogelman   PA    Turbotville, PA 
4  73  Shannon Santos    PA    Chemung, NY 
5  73 Linda Brundage    NY    Turbotville, PA 
6  68  Margie Takoch    OH    Valley of Fire - Nevada 
7  67 Mary Riemersma   WI    Valley of Fire - Nevada 
8  64  Maren Petersen   D GERMANY  Domat-EMS - Switzerland 
9  63  Anu Kramer    IA    Raging Cow - Grinnell, IA 
10  60  Mariah Sheppard    WY    Atlatl Park - Cheyenne, WY 
11  60  Karen Finnemore   PA    Environmental Shootout - W Almond, NY 
12  54  Courtney Birkett    VA    Valley of Fire - Nevada 
13  53  Ursula Rass    CH FRANCE   Domat-EMS - Switzerland 
14  50 Donna McCracken   FL    Ochlocknee River Park - 
15  50  Gayle Ashley    AL    Old Stone Fort - Manchester, TN 

 
Top 15 2008 ISAC Results for Youth (score 40 and above) 

Score  Name   Home   Contest      AGE 
1  86  Nate Miller   WI    Wausau School Forest - Cascade, WI  14 
2  81x  Jared Ariel   TN    Old Stone Fort - Manchester, TN   15 
3  68x  Keagan Gerber   PA    Chemung, NY     12 
4  58  Jordan Ashley   TN    Old Stone Fort - Manchester, TN     9 
5  58  Harold Eyster   MI    Chelsea, MI     14 
6  52  Chris Aldrich   MI    Wilder Creek Consrv Club - Marshall, MI  15 
7  49  Henry Noakes  Sussex England   Oast Farm - Buxted UK    14 

 
 
     "I have heard there are troubles of more than one kind. Some come from ahead and some come 
from behind. But I've bought a big bat. I'm all ready you see. Now my troubles are going to have 
troubles with me!"  

Dr Seuss        hhhmmmmm Let’s change that from ‘big bat’ to ‘strong atlatl and darts’ 
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Atlatls in Springtime 
By Char Pentecost 

     On the last day of the winter here in Montana, only a few 
small traces of snow remained from one of the first big 
storms of the season. A few short days later, those traces of 

winter had disappeared, giving way to signs of springtime in 
the Rockies: the first crocus reached for the sun, the western 
meadowlark sang out its homecoming song, and the first 
darts penetrated cardboard during a demonstration in 
Townsend, Montana.  
      On March 26, 2008 Troy Helmick of Townsend and his 
daughter, Char Pentecost of Helena provided a 
demonstration at Broadwater High school at the request of 
Life Sports instructor, Missy Rauser. This small class of 
high school juniors and seniors spends one year being 
exposed to about all manner of sport, from fishing to rock 
climbing to golfing. It was a brisk early spring morning, but 
after spending a few minutes in the gymnasium hearing 
about the atlatl and its many manifestations through 
prehistory to the present, we headed out to the football field 
for some hands-on education. Typical of most first timers, 
some were reluctant to try it, but by the end of the session, 
all were interested and armed with equipment inherited from 
Dean Pritchard, most showed real potential. It wasn't long 
before one student observed that our target was much 
smaller than an actual woolly mammoth would have been. 
As many a seasoned thrower has quipped, "If that target was 
actual size, I'd have hit him!" We went through all the usual 
helpful tips: "Follow all the way through/" "Let the atlatl do 
all the work." "No, don't throw the atlatl!" "Step with your 
opposite foot."  
     We came to realize as we watched the track team practice 
from the playground where Char's 4-year old son was 
playing later that day, that we may have destroyed one of 
Townsend's star javelin throwers with this last piece of 
advice. As we observed the team throwers practicing, we 
noticed that they launch the javelin by stepping forward with 
the same foot as the hand that throws. No wonder he looked 
at us like we were nuts!  
     Nonetheless, it was an enjoyable hour we spent with this 
small group of young people on one early spring morning in 
Townsend. Typical of this part of the world, we awoke the 

next morning to a blanket of snow covering everything 
as far as the eye could see, which made the previous 
day's atlatl outing seem like a dream. But we know it 
wasn't a dream, and as we prepare for the 2008 atlatl 
season, we wish everyone fun, success, and safe travels 

in the coming months, and we look 
forward to seeing who we see, where 
and when we may. Until then, keep 
your eye on the woolly mammoth, 
and remember, often they are larger 
than they appear! PHOTO:  
Broad water High School Life Sports 
class, with teacher Missy Rauser 
(center) and Char Pentecost (far 
right). 

 
Overheard at Atlatl 

Competition 
 

     We put up yellow caution tape 
for safety around the target area 

at  our Meadowcroft atlatl competition. Two little 
girls walked out and saw the tape and one 
exclaimed "Wow! Crime Scene" The other replied, 
"Yeah! Wonder what happened here?" 
 

 “whispers from the shadows” 
By Bill Brundage, renegade atlatl 

 
     Sunny and windy days, chilly nights, great 
camaraderie, and good competition were the highlights 
of the 8th Annual Environmental Shootout hosted by 
‘renegade atlat’l and sponsored and insured by NYAA.  
Although several “regular” attendees had conflicts and 
could not attend, four individuals (Preston Williams, 
Kate Williams, Harry Weidman, and Bonnie Sortore) 
participated in their first atlatl event. 
     The West Almond Vigil, the “home” of renegade 
atlatl, has always been “the place” for youthful atlatlists 
as witnessed by the current Youth ISAC record 
established there by Mike Waters – a 91 in 2002.  This 
year five year old Marlin Bassett established not only a 
personal best, but a Youth ISAC record for 5 and 6 year 
olds by throwing a 23X. 
 
     renegade atlatl will host its’ annual “R.A.T.” 
(renegade atlatl tourney) the 11th, 12th, and 13th of July, 
and will host the NYAA, Inc. New York State Atlatl 
Championships on the 8th, 9th, and 10th of August.  Both 
events will be held at the West Almond Vigil, Baker 
Valley Town Road, West Almond, NY. and will be 
sponsored and insured by the New York Atlatl 
Association, Inc.  Information on either event can be 
obtained from Bill Brundage (585) 593-4216 or (585) 
610-9118 or at webrundage@verizon.net. 
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Eighth Annual Blackwater Draw Atlatl Throw 
     Eastern New Mexico University's Department of 
Anthropology and Applied Archaeology, Blackwater Draw 
Archaeological Site, and Mu Alpha Nu Anthropology Club 
are pleased to announce the Eighth Annual Blackwater 
Draw Atlatl Throw. The competition will include a Target 
Round and an ISAC (International Standard Accuracy 
Contest). It will be held on Saturday, October 18th, 2008, at 
the Blackwater Draw Site. The site is located along the road 
to Cannon Air Force Base (State Highway 467), about 6 
miles north of Portales and 1 mile north of the turn to Oasis 
State Park. Registration and practice will start at 9:00 AM, 
with the Target Round beginning at 10:00. The ISAC round 
will take place in the afternoon.  
     There will be categories for men, women, and children, 
and prizes for the top finishers in each category. Don’t 
worry if you haven’t done it before. It’s the process, not the 
prize. Bring atlatls and darts if you have them. There will be 
some available for loan and sharing if you don’t. This 
competition is NOT restricted to primitive technology. 
Atlatls and darts may be made of traditional or modern 
materials. 
     For more information, contact Dave Batten, Department 
of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology, Station 3, 
Eastern New Mexico University, Portales, NM 88130. 
Phone 505 562-2750. email david.batten@enmu.edu 
 

 
NJ ROCK-N-SHOOT 

By Erich Zeh 
     The weather for the first atlatl event in New Jersey 
reminded me of past Earthday events: rain. We managed to 
get one ISAC contest in Friday night in the rain using 
headlights from two cars for light. Saturday was a nice day 
and everyone was throwing darts.  
There were two personal best ISAC scores thrown Bob 
Bronish and Pete Heilakka a newbie (photo w/ his dog, 
Dalton).  

    

The top three people in the IASAC were, Douglas 
Bassett 96x, Scott VanArsdale 84, and Missy Dildine 78. 
    The top three in the European round was, Douglas 
Bassett 74.00, Gary Fogelman 52.2, and Greg Bessette 
32.2. 
    There were many NYAA members at the event. None 
threw the Individual competition, there were two teams 
throwing for the Team competition. Susquehanna 
Spearchuckers 170 and Raging Mammoth 167x.   
    There was also a Monster round; a two-person team 
throwing at ten meters only one score counted. The 
targets were of monsters printed on an 8” x 11” paper. 
Jack Rowe and Missy Dildine 575, Mikael Frank and 
Scott VanArsdale 475, Greg Bessette and Douglas 
Bassett 450. 
    I would like to thank the NYAA for all their patience 
and help. I would also like to thank Bob Bronish for 
everything he did to make this a really great event. The 
Saturday dinner was really good, as usual and would like 
to thank everyone who helped out. 
 

 
Meadowcroft Atlatl Competition 

     With the Meadow-Loft, the Meadow-Fling, the 
Hunter’s Challenge all allowed to be thrown as many 

times as wanted and the ISAC once a day, along with 
seeing the new Rockshelter everyone was kept pretty 
busy! The rain didn’t spoil any of our fun, in fact it gave 
us a chance to relax and visit and eat under the shelter 
house! 
     Winners for Saturday were: 
Loft---Men, Doug Bassett, Women, Lori Majorsky 
Fling--Men, Andy Majorsky, Women, Lori Majorsky 
Hunt--Men, Gary Fogelman, Women, Lori Majorsky  
      The newly renovated Rockshelter is VERY 
impressive…a must see! Check out the photo above. 
     Another fantastic event at Meadowcroft. Thanks to all 
who participated! 
 

Win as if you were used to it, 
Lose as if you enjoyed it for a change. 
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White Dog Cave Darts 
By Devin Pettigrew 

 
     In preparation for an experiment on the penetrating 
capabilities of darts of various weights, I ran across some 
interesting information regarding darts from the Southwest. I 
knew beforehand that smaller darts were thought to have 
been used in this region, and was searching for some 
evidence on which to base my experiment. However, finds 
of whole darts are rare, even in that arid climate, so a lot of 
searching ensued. Finally I located a site called White Dog 
Cave in northeastern Arizona, which had been dug in the 
early 1900's by archaeologists 
Guernsey and Kidder, in which 
three whole darts were found in 
burial cists inside a dry 
overhang. 
     Initially I attempted to 
replicate these darts using river cane, but this proved 
fruitless. At these dimensions cane proved far too stiff. My 
next goal was to locate box elder, which was the supposed 
material of these darts. Box elder grows close to water, and 
is a very soft wood with a pithy center. After collecting a 
large quantity of shaft material over a period of time, I was 
able to make only one dart to match the dimensions given in 
the report. The general length of these darts without a 
foreshaft is 55 inches. The width at the distal end is 3/8 
inches, and at the proximal end ½ inches. From all the 
limbs, saplings and shoots I cut, most were either too short, 
or too thick and tapered too quickly. Finally I found a 
number of shoots growing out of stumps along a trimmed 
path by a river. These were straight and clear of offshoot 
branches. If the Basketmaker Indians were reliant on this 
material for darts, it may have been necessary to cut small, 
to medium sized trees in shady areas and wait for shoots to 
grow up from the stumps, as branches and saplings very 
rarely yield a useable shaft. 
     Needless to say I was elated to find that the first dart I 
was able to make flew with great trajectory. It was spined at 

a little over 7 pounds, and was meant to be 

thrown with a lot 
of force. In comparison with the 
longer darts used by the majority of modern atlatlists, 
these shorter darts are much harder to control, though with a 
lot of practice and concentration, can also be thrown quite 
accurately. More positive characteristics of these darts 
include a faster flight, flatter trajectory with lower 
oscillation, and increased maneuverability. 
     I also made a Basketmaker atlatl following the vague 
dimensions for one found in White Dog Cave. This one was 
about 25 inches long, thin and flexible, and featured weights 
attached close to the handle. 

     Foreshafts found in White Dog Cave are made of 
hardwood and are generally between 3 and 4 inches long. 
The cone that fits into the socket of the mainshaft is 
generally 1 inch long. This socket may be drilled into the 
box elder mainshaft quite easily using a stone drill, as the 
pithy center serves to guide the drill, and the soft wood 
puts up little resistance. The greatest concern of this 
system is that the foreshaft should not fall out in flight. 
Many times this happened to me and despite a long 
search, the foreshaft could not be found. Imagine this 
happening during a hunt. Not only do you loose a freshly 
knapped and hafted point, but also your dinner. I have 
found that after each throw the joint should be tightened, 

and after 
about 5 
throws the 
wood starts 
to become 
polished, 
reducing 
friction needed to hold the joint together, and the 
surfaces of the cone and socket need to be abraded. 
     For the above reasons I generally glue the foreshaft 
into these darts, however this doesn't appear to have been 
the practice. The purpose of the foreshaft is likely to 
increase dart longevity, and expand a smaller tool kit. As 
damaged points can easily be replaced, fewer darts have 
to be produced and carried into the field. This may have 
been especially important concerning the low availability 
of shaft material. In one of the burial cists in White Dog 
Cave was also found a bundle containing multiple 
foreshafts ready for use. This is just another peculiarity 
of the Basketmaker atlatl tool kit, which involves flexible 
atlatls with attached weights, short, light darts, and 
detachable foreshafts. Recently I learned of another 

whole dart find in a cave just north of Lovelock 

Cave in Utah. 
At 51 inches and made of reed, 
this dart was even shorter, and lighter than the 
White Dog Cave specimens.  
     The real question is the penetrating power of these 
darts. I have yet to test it, however its my belief that they 
may have been used to hunt medium sized animals such 
as mountain sheep, with which they are depicted in 
petroglyphs in some sites in the Southwest. 
 



    8 

Atlatl with moving parts 
By Wm. DEGINDER, MD, retired 

     Last December I cut two dozen shafts from a 
river cane growth near San Antonio to make 
darts. I also cut some strange, extra tall canes 
with smooth yard-long top segments. After 
thinking about those for about four months, I 
made an unusual atlatl with moving parts. The 
attached photos explain themselves.  
I have not found a source of large wing feathers 
for the dart shafts, and I'm not going to throw any 
of them naked! So I have no comments about 
how this atlatl works except to mention that it 
can serve as a bottom weighted spindle to spin 
carded wool into twine. Three hands are 
required!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Question? ....... Who is Rich McWhorter? 
Is there a story behind his quote, 

 " Too long have I hunted mammoth alone!" 
Thanks, 

John Morris, Grand Isle, Vermont 
 

Hi John, 
Rich McWhorter was an early member of WAA who discovered us 

from his California home, and exclaimed in his request for membership 
the phrase: "Too long have I hunted mammoth alone." Many of us felt 

this way, that is, finding kindred souls out there. It seemed to be a 
universal thought so I incorporated it into the masthead of the 

newsletter during the 15 or so years I was Editor. When Margie took 
over, she continued it. What ever happened to Rich is anybody’s 

guess. He fell by the wayside years ago. 
Bill Tate 



    9 

     Austin Texas Lithic Arts & Technology League, 
from left to right: Robert Bogan, Roy Wenmohs, 
Bobcat Smith, and in the back of the truck, Christian 
Stiehler 

 

 
 

ooops 
 

 
 
We recommend you 
don’t try this at home! 
hehehehehe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Check out this new Black Beauty Dart Rest Atlatl made 

by Mike Frank and designed by his Brother Tom Frank .You 
can also see it and others on Mike's website 
www.occpaleo.com.....Rick Shepard 
Check out the Reaction of Roy Wenmohs’ 

 nephews to him Firing an Atlatl Missile Dart to the 
MOON!!! 
Their Reaction is Priceless!!!!!..... 
 

 
 

Lost in time 
By Wayne Brian 

 
Down in the catacombs at Casa Melpais  
Where the spirits of the Shaman yet weep.  
Where are the old ones, where are the bones  
That slept in the crevasses deep.  
Down in the kiva in silver moonlight  
There's chanting and tinkling bells.  
The line of ghost dancers, no shadows they 
cast  
As they serpentine under a spell.  
The wind in the bushes, the voice of the night  
Speaks softly and cry's of a crime.  
We know that the old ones who's spirits abide  
Will charge for the theft of their time.  
 
     I wrote this after being escorted down in the 
catacombs under the Casa-Malpais ruins near 
Springerville Az. 
 

 
To err is Human, To moo, Bovine 
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Archeologist visits ancient Seguin site 
By Michael CaryThe Gazette-Enterprise 

Published June 17, 2008 
 
SEGUIN — Local archeologist Robert "Bob" Everett paid a 
visit Thursday morning to an excavation site where 
hundreds of arrowheads, spear points and other Native 
American artifacts were recently uncovered along the banks 
of the Guadalupe River. 
     "This is the richest archeological site I've seen on the 
Guadalupe River in 35 years," said Everett, a steward with 
the Texas Historical Commission's Texas Archeological 
Stewardship Network. 
     Everett and his wife, Carol, examined numerous artifacts 
when he visited Jody and Floyd McKee, owners of the 
Saffold House on Stockdale Highway along the south bank 
of the Guadalupe River. 
     "There could have been a series of villages of different 
tribes over the past 11,000 years. It appears to have been 
heavily occupied for an expansive period of time. This could 
have been a major village with satellite villages strewn 
along the river," Everett said. 
     He said many of the artifacts are from the Archaic to 
Early Late Prehistoric periods in geological time. He also 
advised the McKees to carefully control their excavation 
sites and to measure them as well as they can. 
     Finds at the site include more than 30 Guadalupe Biface 
pieces, which were chert or flint tools whose use was 
uncertain. There are knives, adzes, drills and awls and one 
atlatl in addition to the spear points and arrowheads that 
range in size, shape and color, some with corner and side 
notches. The McKee collection includes a very rare Andice 
spear point in addition to Wilson, Georgetown and even a 
Hell Gap artifact that Everett said does not originate in this 
area. 
     Everett said the tools could have been used to deflesh an 
animal hide or to even carve wood. 
     It's possible that the site on four acres in back of the 
McKees' historical home could have been the site where 
dugout canoes were carved from local trees. 
     The McKees had put the house that was built in 1865 on 
the market after they restored it, and they had an offer from 
a venture capital firm that wanted to build condominiums, a 
restaurant and parking lots to serve them on the property. 
     "If they had paid what we were asking and we had sold 
it, we wouldn't even know what we have here," Floyd said. 
     Jody said her husband dug out some soil from the 
property behind their house and spread it in the yard around 
the house to fill it in. 
     Then one day it rained, and the McKees found artifacts 
that had washed to the surface of their yard. 
     "All of these arrowheads were everywhere. We took out 
another scoop, sifted the dirt and found all kinds of things. I 
took a rake and found stuff while raking the surface of the 
yard. I found five ax heads. You can almost kick the dirt and 
find something," Jody said. 
     "We have stuff in boxes and buckets and on shelves, 
including more than 30 Guadalupe Bifaces. To find 30 of 
them in one hole is unheard of," she said. 

     "We are not going to sell our house now, this is too 
much fun," Jody said. 
     Since their significant find of Native American 
artifacts in their back yard, the McKees and their dogs 
have been working full time digging and sifting dirt in 
their big back yard. The dogs dig into the piles of dirt, 
unknowingly kicking up spear points and arrowheads in 
their attempts to cool down on a hot summer day. 
     Floyd said he wants the residents of Seguin, 
especially those who live alongside the river, to know 
what they have found in their yard. 
     "It would be a shame for people in Seguin not to 
know what they might have in their back yard," Floyd 
said. Since their first discovery in March, he has dug out 
an 8 ft. deep, 10 ft. wide, and 50 ft. long trench in one 
section of their property. The McKees also dug in 
another spot overlooking the river, and found about five 
of the Guadalupe Biface pieces, which suggests that five 
to six people had a workshop at that site. 
     Floyd McKee has a special interest in Seguin's 
history, as he is descended from Sarah Day and her son, 
James, who were original stockholders with Lot No. 27 
on Walnut Branch's original town map. Sarah was caught 
up in the Runaway Scrape in 1836, and her son and 
Floyd's great-great uncle James Calahan were Texas 
Rangers assigned to the Seguin post. His grandfather, 
James McKee, was a district judge and congressman who 
owned property in the McKee Hill area where Juan 
Seguin is currently entombed. 
     The McKees plan to excavate much of the rear of 
their property to determine the extent of the site of 
prehistoric occupation, but will stop stop if they 
encounter a burial site. 
     "We haven't run across any bones yet, if we do that 
we will have to stop and find out what it is," Floyd 
McKee said. 
     Everett, who had been enticed to visit the site after 
being ill for some time, had brought along his reference 
book, "Prehistoric Artifacts of the Texas Indians." 
     "This is an important site," Everett reiterated. 
     "A lot of natives found old spear points and reworked 
them for reuse," he said. 
     Carol Everett said her husband was happy to visit 
Seguin's newly-discovered archeological site after a long 
recovery period. 
     "This made his day, it made his whole week," she 
said. 
     "Look for a Clovis point, and I'll be back," Bob 
Everett told the McKees. 
     "There is no telling what we will find out here. Over 
the past 10,000 to 12,000 years there must have been a 
lot of camps out here. It is mind boggling," Floyd said.  
....Seguin is about 25 miles northeast of San Antonio, 
Texas 
 
 

I think I am, therefore, I am. I think. 
George Carlin
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World Atlatl Association Schedule of Events for 2008 
North American Events  

July 4 Duncan Park, Austin, Texas   ISAC Friday 9 AM   Contact roywenmo2000@yahoo.com  
July 4-5 Hueston Woods State Park, Ohio Ohio Atlatl Association 

contact: ohioatlatl@hotmail.com 
July 4-6 10th Annual Foothill-Mountain Atlatl and Bow Open. This is the only remaining annual atlatl competition 

in Wyoming. It is a three-day camping event in a beautiful location that offers a challenging competition 
and big fun for all ages.   Open to all, equipment and instruction cheerfully provided. Sponsored by the 
Wyoming Atlatl and Social Club. 
Contact: Gary/Regina Dodson wyowinds@aol.com (307-632-0766) or 
 Russell Richard coyoteclown@aol.com (307-772-0550) for location and time. 

July 11-13 The R.A.T. (renegade atlatl tourney) West Almond Vigil West Almond, New York 
ISACs, Locals, NYAA Team Atlatl League, NYAA Individual State Qualifiers, NYAA Distance Throw 
Qualifiers, NYAA Hunter's Animal Round Qualifiers, NYAA European Round Qualifiers (2008 exhibition 
contest), NYAA sponsored and insured 
Bill Brundage 585 593-4216 or 585 610-9118 webrundage@verizon.net  

July 12 Atlatl demos, fun throws, and ISAC at the Center for Archaeology's Archeology Day, Kampsville, Illinois  
Contact Ron Mertz, devoemertz@sbcglobal.net /314-628-9376   
or Gregory Vogel, CAA's Director of Research, ggvogel@gmail.com  

July 18-20 Flint Ridge, Ohio, Ohio Atlatl Association, contact: ohioatlatl@hotmail.com 
July 19-20 Smoky Hollow Rendezvous, Wisconsin 

Directions to get to our grounds: from Milwaukee, take Hwy.43n to Hwy.57n to Hwy.28 (the town of 
Waldo) turn left on Hwy.28, continue thru the town of Cascade to cty.F Turn right on cty.F to Highview 
Rd.(approximately one mile). Turn right on Highview to Parnell Rd. Turn left on Parnell Rd. The club 
grounds are on the right hand side 1/2 mile from Highview Rd. 
Contact Lenny Riemersma, phone number (920)528-7454. 

July 20 Pasadena, California, In conjunction with a monthly Bowmaking/Flintknapping/Atlatl Gathering, ISAC 
Contest (only), Atlatl & Dart making and throwing clinics. Check the atlatl discussion forums at 
www.PaleoPlanet.net for further information,  or contact Tom Mills at (626) 794-9158 or 
paleoaleo@yahoo.com  

July 25 Echoes In Time, Willamette Mission State Park, Salem, Oregon. ISAC and novelty throw 
Contact Bob Kitch at (509) 493-1971 or (541) 806-1971 

July 26 Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, Gottfried Arboretum, University of Wisconsin - Fond du Lac . ISAC 
Contact : Leonard Riemersma (920)528-7454 , lenmaryr@dotnet.com 

July 26-27 **CANCELLED** 
French Creek Chapter SPA Artifact and Fossil Show and Atlatl event. Saegertown American Legion, 
Saegertown, Pennsylvania .For artifacts and fossil show, call John 814-398-8212.  
For atlatl, Gary - 570-437-3698 or iam@indian-artifacts.net  

July 31-
August 3 

Green Flats Atlatl Rattle, Turner's Casa de Fumo, Hancock, New York ISAC, IASAC, and Local all four 
days. Team Atlatl and Individual Qualifiers, NYAA, Inc. insured event. 
Contact Gary at (570) 437-3698 or iam@indian-artifacts.net 

August 3 Duncan Park, Austin, Texas. ISAC Sunday 9 AM. Contact roywenmo2000@yahoo.com  
August 7-10 GLP Summer Gathering, Bois Blanc Island, Michigan. European, ISAC all day each of the four days, 

During the annual primitive skills gathering. Contact Jim Gilligan at jim.gilligan@snedicors.com or (810) 
599-6881 For updated information check www.communityzero.com/michiganatlatl 

August 8-10 New York Atlatl Championships, West Almond Vigil West Almond, New York. NYAA Team , NYAA 
Individual , NYAA Distance Throw , NYAA Animal Round , and NYAA European Round – state 
championships in each of five qualifying levels. ISAC, IASAC and locals  NYAA sponsored and insured 
Bill Brundage 585 593-4216 or 585 610-9118 webrundage@verizon.net  

August 15 That Dam ISAC, Albany, Ohio. Friday evening on pond dam at Steve's House near Albany OH.ISAC and 
IASAC. Contact Steve Barnett barnz@juno.com (740) 698-6553 or Ray Strischek ohioatlatl@hotmail.com 
(740) 593-2365 

August 16 + 
17 

Ninth Annual Albany Ohio Atlatl Contest, Albany Riding Club, corner of Ohio State Route's 32 and 681. 
ISAC, IASAC and Ohio Atlatl Association local events.. Contact Steve Barnett barnz@juno.com (740) 
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698-6553 or Ray Strischek ohioatlatl@hotmail.com (740) 593-2365 
August 16- Indian Artifacts & Gun Show and Atlatl Comp. Jefferson County Fair Grounds, Brookville, Pennsylvania 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ISAC and IAS 
Contact Edward Kaufman at lenwood@clarion-net.com or (814) 764-3874, Ken Burkett at 
burken@adelphia.net or (814) 365-5563 or George Miller at gmiller@brockwaytv.com or (814) 265-0435 

August 16-
17 

Hot Blanket atlatl throw & ISAC. Cheyenne, Wyoming. Open to all, equipment and instruction cheerfully 
provided. Sponsored by the Wyoming Atlatl and Social Club. Contact: Gary/Regina Dodson 
wyowinds@aol.com (307-632-0766)  or Russell Richard coyoteclown@aol.com (307-772-0550) for 
location and time. 

August 17 Duncan Park, Austin, Texas, ISAC Sunday 9 AM. Contact roywenmo2000@yahoo.com  
August 21-

24 
Stone Tool Craftsman Show ( Aug 23 & 24 10:00 am to 5:00 pm). Castile, New York , Highbanks 
Recreation Area, north end of Letchworth State Park - 20th Annual Eastern Seaboard Atlatl Competition 
(State Round, Closest-to-Pin, Distance) Aug 22 & 23. ISAC, IASAC, Hoop Toss, Throw Over the Gorge 
Qualifiers & wooded Animal Round all four days. Handicapped Mammoth Hunt (Saturday) and Atlatl 
Battle and Gorge Throw (Sunday). New York Atlatl Association, Inc. insured event. Stone Tool Show 
contact: Dana & Kay Klein 585-365-8048. Atlatl Competition  contact: Douglas Bassett 585-493-3625. 

August 29-
31 

Flint Ridge Lithic Society Knap-in. Flint Ridge State Park near Brownsville, Ohio  ISAC, IASAC and 
Ohio Atlatl Association local events. Contact Steve Barnett barnz@juno.com (740) 698-6553 or Ray 
Strischek ohioatlatl@hotmail.com (740) 593-2365 

Sept. 5-6 Cool Blanket atlatl throw & ISAC. Cheyenne, Wyoming. Open to all, equipment and instruction 
cheerfully provided. Sponsored by the Wyoming Atlatl and Social Club. Contact: Gary/Regina Dodson 
wyowinds@aol.com (307-632-0766) or Russell Richard coyoteclown@aol.com (307-772-0550) for 
location and time. 

Sept. 5-7 20th Annual Montana Mammoth Hunt, First People's Buffalo Jump State Park, Ulm, Montana ISAC all 
three days, European field round Saturday and Sunday. Contact Jim Ray at (406) 736-5274 

Sept. 5-7 Tyoga Shoot-off (Tyoga Atlatl Association) 389 Simkin Rd. Elmira, New York  ISAC, IASAC, Mastodon 
Open, Locals, Team Atlatl, Individual Qualifiers  NYAA, Inc. sponsored and insured event. Jack Rowe 
570 888-8258 fieldwalker@stny.rr.com or Dennis Lantz 570 395-0968 www.Atlatls-N-More.com  

Sept. 7 Duncan Park, Austin, Texas, ISAC Sunday 9 AM. Contact roywenmo2000@yahoo.com  
Sept. 7 Michigan State Championship, Chelsea Rod & Gun, Chelsea, Michigan  3-D, ISAC, Noon - 4 p.m., $9 

range fee. Contact Jim Gilligan at jim.gilligan@snedicors.com or (810) 599-6881. For updated information 
check www.communityzero.com/michiganatlatl 

Sept. 11-13 Game & Fish Expo atlatl hunt and ISAC. Casper, Wyoming A major outdoor education exposition, a great 
family event. Open to all, equipment and instruction cheerfully provided.  Contact: Gary/Regina Dodson 
wyowinds@aol.com (307-632-0766)  or Russell Richard coyoteclown@aol.com (307-772-0550). 

Sept. 12-14 Tenth Annual Ohio Pawpaw Festival, Lake Snowden, St. Rt 32, Albany, Ohio. www.pawpawfest.com  
ISAC, IASAC and Ohio Atlatl Association local events. Contact Steve Barnett barnz@juno.com (740) 
698-6553 or Ray Strischek ohioatlatl@hotmail.com (740) 593-2365 

Sept. 12-14 Cahokia Mounds atlatl event at the Cahokia Mounds World Heritage Site, Collinsville, Illinois   ISAC all 
three days with European and other contests on Saturday. Note: there is also a pow-wow on this weekend.  
Contact Ron Mertz (314)628-9376 or devoemertz@sbcglobal.net. 

Sept. 12 Atlatl Workshop, Chimney Point State Historic Site, Addison, Vermont  Atlatl experts Bob and Cheryll 
Berg of Thunderbird Atlatl will teach you modern and traditional techniques of atlatl and dart construction, 
flint knapping, hafting stone points, and cordage making. Enjoy atlatl lore and coaching on the use of your 
new atlatl. Bob has taught primitive skills and the atlatl for 17 years. This is his 13th year at Chimney Point. 
$65 fee includes instruction and all materials. Pre-registration required. Vermont Archaeology Month 
program. Noon – 5:00 PM. 7305 VT Route 125, Addison, Vermont 05491 (802) 759-2412 
www.HistoricVermont.org/chimneypoint   chimneypoint@historicvermont.org   

Sept. 13-14 Thirteenth Annual Northeastern Open Atlatl Championship & Third Chimney Point Knap-In, Chimney 
Point State Historic Site, Addison, Vermont  Sept. 14 - Participate in or watch this annual championship, 
part of the Festival of Nations with the Crown Point, NY, State Historic Site. Flint knapping and other 
Native American life and craft demonstrations. Co-sponsored by Vermont Archaeological Society. 
Vermont Archeology Month program. 10:30 – 3:30 PM. Sept. 15 - ISAC Atlatl Championship – Second 
day of atlatl competition with ISAC. Knap-in continues. After ISAC, master class/coaching for boys and 
girls. 10:00 AM.. 7305 VT Route 125, Addison, Vermont 05491 (802) 759-2412 
www.HistoricVermont.org/chimneypoint    chimneypoint@historicvermont.org  
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Sept. 19-21 8th Annual First People's Buffalo Jump State Park Atlatl Contest, Ulm Montana. ISAC all three days, 
European field round Saturday and Sunday. Contact Jim Ray at (406) 736-5274 

Sept. 20-21 Smoky Hollow Rendezvous, Wisconsin. Directions to get to our grounds: from Milwaukee, take Hwy.43n 
to Hwy.57n to Hwy.28 (the town of Waldo) turn left on Hwy.28, continue thru the town of Cascade to 
cty.F Turn right on cty.F to Highview Rd.(approximately one mile). Turn right on Highview to Parnell Rd. 
Turn left on Parnell Rd. The club grounds are on the right hand side 1/2 mile from Highview Rd. 
Contact Lenny Riemersma, phone number (920)528-7454. 

Sept. 21 Duncan Park, Austin, Texas. ISAC Sunday 11 AM. Contact roywenmo2000@yahoo.com  
Sept. 21 Pasadena, California, In conjunction with a monthly Bowmaking/Flintknapping/Atlatl Gathering ISAC 

Contest (only) Atlatl & Dart making and throwing clinics Check the atlatl discussion forums at 
www.PaleoPlanet.net  for further information,  or contact Tom Mills at (626) 794-9158 or 
paleoaleo@yahoo.com 

Sept. 26-28 Golden-Gem Rendezvous & Knap-In. Llano, Texas  ISAC on Saturday and Sunday at 1 PM 
Contact: roywenmo2000@yahoo.com  more info:  http://llanochamber.com      

Sept. 26-28 Fall Knap-In, Old Stone Fort State Archaeological Park, Manchester, Tennessee   ISAC  
Contact Keith Wimberley at (931)723-5073 or Keith.Wimberley@state.tn.us 

Oct. 4-5 Falling Blanket atlatl throw & ISAC. Cheyenne, Wyoming.  Open to all, equipment and instruction 
cheerfully provided. Sponsored by the Wyoming Atlatl and Social Club.  Contact: Gary/Regina Dodson 
wyowinds@aol.com (307-632-0766)  or Russell Richard coyoteclown@aol.com (307-772-0550) for 
location and time. 

Oct. 4-5 Richard's Back Acres Throw. , Jeffersonville, Indiana.  ISAC and Indiana State Championship throws 
each day.  For information contact Richard B. Lyons (812) 246-9987 or atlatlin@gmail.com.  

Oct. 5 Duncan Park, Austin, Texas, ISAC Sunday 11 AM. Contact roywenmo2000@yahoo.com  
Oct. 11 Fall Event, Gilligan residence, Brighton, Michigan, 3-D, ISAC, 12 - 5 p.m..Potlatch 

Contact Jim Gilligan at jim.gilligan@snedicors.com or (810) 599-6881 
For updated information check www.communityzero.com/michiganatlatl 

Oct. 11 New England Atlatl Day , Hammonasset State Park, Madison, Connecticut  10:00-4:00. ISAC and Local 
competitions   Co-Sponsored by the Friends of Hammonasset and the CT State Museum of Natural 
History/CT Archaeology Center. Camping Available.  For information contact Gary Nolf at 
gnolf@comcast.net  

Oct. 11-12 Annual Candor Fall Festival Atlatl Contests + Demos at Side Hill Acres Goat Farm, Route 96, Candor, 
New York. 9 a.m. to 4 both days. ISAC, IASAC and local contests and demonstrations.  
For further information contact Bob or Cheryll Berg at 1-800-836-4520 or Thunderbirdatlatl@gmail.com  

Oct 18 Eighth Annual Blackwater Draw Atlatl Throw, Portales, New Mexico. The competition will include a 
Target Round and an ISAC (International Standard Accuracy Contest). It will be held on Saturday, at the 
Blackwater Draw Site. The site is located along the road to Cannon Air Force Base (State Highway 467), 
about 6 miles north of Portales and 1 mile north of the turn to Oasis State Park. Registration and practice 
will start at 9:00 AM, with the Target Round beginning at 10:00. The ISAC round will take place in the 
afternoon.  There will be categories for men, women, and children, and prizes for the top finishers in each 
category. Don’t worry if you haven’t done it before. It’s the process, not the prize. Bring atlatls and darts if 
you have them. There will be some available for loan and sharing if you don’t. This competition is NOT 
restricted to primitive technology. Atlatls and darts may be made of traditional or modern materials. 
For more information, contact Dave Batten, Department of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology, 
Station 3, Eastern New Mexico University, Portales, NM 88130. Phone 505 562-2750. email 
david.batten@enmu.edu  

Oct. 19 Pasadena, California, In conjunction with a monthly Bowmaking/Flintknapping/Atlatl Gathering  ISAC 
Contest (only) Atlatl & Dart making and throwing clinics. Check the atlatl dicussion forums at 
www.PaleoPlanet.net  for further information,  or contact Tom Mills at (626) 794-9158 or 
paleoaleo@yahoo.com 

Oct. 24-25 Zaleski State Forest, Lake Hope Park Ohio ROAR days. ISAC, IASAC and Ohio Atlatl Association local 
events.  Contact Steve Barnett barnz@juno.com (740) 698-6553 or Ray Strischek ohioatlatl@hotmail.com 
(740) 593-2365 

Nov. 1-2 Frosty Blanket atlatl throw & ISAC. Cheyenne, Wyoming  Open to all, equipment and instruction 
cheerfully provided. Sponsored by the Wyoming Atlatl and Social Club.. Contact: Gary/Regina Dodson 
wyowinds@aol.com (307-632-0766) or Russell Richard coyoteclown@aol.com (307-772-0550) for 
location and time. 
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Nov. 2 Duncan Park, Austin, Texas, ISAC Sunday 11 AM, Contact roywenmo2000@yahoo.com  
Nov. 15-16 Wenmohs Ranch, Cypress Mill, Texas, Fall Art Show, http://www.wenmohsranch.com/   ISAC Saturday 

and Sunday, 11 AM.  Contact roywenmo2000@yahoo.com 
Nov. 16 Pasadena, California, In conjunction with a monthly Bowmaking/Flintknapping/Atlatl Gathering. ISAC 

Contest (only)  Atlatl & Dart making and throwing clinics. Check the atlatl discussion forums at 
www.PaleoPlanet.net  for further information,  or contact Tom Mills at (626) 794-9158 or 
paleoaleo@yahoo.com 

Nov. 28 Turkey Toss, Klimowicz residence, Fenton, Michigan , 3-D, ISAC, 12 - 5 p.m., Potlatch. Contact Jim 
Gilligan at jim.gilligan@snedicors.com or (810) 599-6881 For updated information check 
www.communityzero.com/michiganatlatl 

Nov. 29 Duncan Park, Austin, Texas, ISAC Saturday 11 AM, Contact roywenmo2000@yahoo.com  
Nov. 30 Duncan Park, Austin, Texas, ISAC Sunday 11 AM, Contact roywenmo2000@yahoo.com  

 

UK Events  
Exact dates to be announced. 

July Kent, Public event 
July 19 Fletching, Primitive field shoot and atlatl throw with barbecue.  

Contact Niall Masson at akaisugi@yahoo.co.uk 
Sept. Primitive weapons event at Flag Fen in Suffolk, which will involve an ISAC.  

Contact Niall Masson at akaisugi@yahoo.co.uk 

European Events 
date épreuves ISAC contact 

5-6/07/2008 Monteneuf (F) (56)  centreleslandes@wanadoo.fr  
12-13/07/2008 St Just (F) (35) ISAC philippe.guillonet@libertysurf.fr  
19-20/07/2008 Errentaria (E)  elizarraga@euskalnet.net  
19-20/07/2008 Schwerte (D)  Stephan.Planitz@t-online.de  
26-27/07/2008 Colaza (I) ISAC macbran@branart.com  

2-3/08/2008 Boario (I) ISAC christian.foppa@tele2.ch 
christian.foppa@chur.ch  

2-3/08/2008 Les Fieux (F) (47)  mere.terre@wanadoo.fr  
9-10/08/2008 Le Mas d'Azil (F) (09) ISAC pascal.boucreux@wanadoo.fr  

16-17/08/2008 Lejre (DK)  jean.speckens@orange.fr  
23-24/08/2008 **CANCELLED** 

Hoz de Anero (E) 
ISAC rent.mazet@lejre-center.dk  

matteopilati@infinito.it   
30-31/08/2008 **CANCELLED** 

Pescheray (F) (72) 
 angel.armendariz@unican.es  

30-31/08/2008 Courniou, St Pons les Tommières (F) (34) ISAC mere.terre@wanadoo.fr  
13-14/09/2008 Cieudad Rodrigo Siega Verde (E)  arqueoart@hotmail.com  
20-21/09/2008 Brassempouy (F) (40)  harmsetcompagnie@club-internet.fr  

20-21/09/2008 Engen (D) ISAC christian.foppa@tele2.ch 
christian.foppa@chur.ch   

20-21/09/2008 Lommel (B) ISAC toerisme.zonhoven@skynet.be  
27-28/09/2008 Bruniquel (F) (82) ISAC mere.terre@wanadoo.fr  
27-28/09/2008 Marpent (F) (59)  jeanpierreguerlus@hotmail.com  

4-5/10/2008 Bougon (F) ISAC Rodolphe.aubugeau@cg79.fr  
11-12/10/2008 Pinar (E)  celemartinez68@hotmail.com  

8-9/11/2008 Tautavel (F) (66)  conservateur@tautavel.com  
 

"Time is nature's way of keeping everything from happening all at once." 
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Archaeologists unearth ancient stone tools in S.C. 
 
     A local man has unearthed two ancient stone tools in an archaeological dig in Allendale County, 
S.C., a rare find that could provide more information about how early Americans lived. 
     If more evidence proves the artifact is a new type of tool and one archaeologists haven't found 
before, it could be named after Matthew Carey, 22, of Hilton Head Island. 
     The University of South Carolina anthropology major volunteered at the Topper Site where 
university archaeologist Albert Goodyear has been excavating for 10 years. Carey found the tools 
June 8, the last day of the 2008 dig. 
     Though it's Goodyear's project, finds are typically named after their discoverers. 
     That would make Carey the second local resident to earn name recognition by contributing a new 
find at the dig. 
     In 1998 - thanks to Beaufort County resident David Topper - Goodyear found artifacts at this 
ancient rock quarry near the Savannah River that indicate humans lived here 37,000 years earlier 
than previously thought. Goodyear named the site "Topper" after the resident who found it. 
     The site is one of a handful of excavations across the country where evidence is being uncovered 
that could rewrite America's history. 
     There have been two sets of artifacts found at Topper: 
•Stone flakes and tools that date to the Clovis people, which historians say are the first Americans, 
who arrived here 13,000 years ago via a land bridge from Asia. 
•A fire pit that contained plant remains that date to 50,000 years ago, which could help prove 
Goodyear's theory about when humans lived here. 
     Goodyear believes the site was a factory for the Clovis people, where they came to make tools. 
     The new find could show it was also a site used by the Taylor people, who lived at least 1,500 
years after their Clovis ancestors in an era called the Early Archaic period. In the dirt, 4 inches above 
Clovis artifacts, Carey found the tools dating to 11,000 years ago that could have been used as knives 
or projectile points for hunting. 
     "When we dug them up, I got a good look and thought, 'Yeah, it's a point,'" Carey said. "The next 
day I was brushing over the area next to it, and I uncovered the exact same thing 5 centimeters to the 
right of it." 
     The tools are pointed with straight sharp edges. They are unlike those typically found from the 
Taylor people, known for making pointed tools with jagged edges that would have been attached to 
spears for hunting or fishing. Goodyear has found 18 of these at his dig site. 
     Carey's find could prove the Taylor people also had another tool in their tool kit, which might have 
had a different purpose. "I think they were probably left there the same day, in all likelihood by one 
person," Goodyear said. "What we are hoping is this will tell us something more about the Early 
Archaic people." 
     Goodyear hopes to find more of these artifacts next year when he returns to Topper for another 
dig. Kara Bridgman Sweeny, who was supervising nearby, proposed naming them after Carey. 
     To do so, Goodyear must be sure the tool is of the Early Archaic era and is an artifact 
archaeologists haven't found before. 
     "I've got to be sure," Goodyear said. "They look nearly identical and we are digging more next year 
in that same area, so we may be revealing more of this. If we find two or three more, it would be a 
very cool story. Our confidence would go way up." 
 
Copyright © 2008, The Baltimore Sun June 29, 2008 
 
www.baltimoresun.com/news/nation/bal-te.stone29jun29,0,7018179.story 
 
 
LITTLE JOHNNY ASKED HIS GRANDMA HOW OLD SHE WAS. GRANDMA ANSWERED, '39 AND HOLDING.' 
JOHNNY THOUGHT FOR A MOMENT, AND THEN SAID, 'AND HOW OLD WOULD YOU BE IF YOU LET GO?' 
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Richard Lyons, Treasurer 
5024 King Road 
Jeffersonville, IN 47130 
phone: (812) 246-9987 or email: atlatlin@theremc.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
World Atlatl Association Web Site: 

www.worldatlatl.org          

First Class Mail 
 

LEFT:  
Basketmaker Style Atlatls by Wayne Brian. 
 
     Wayne says, “All my atlatls are for sale. Also 
7ft 2-piece aluminum darts with barred turkey 
fletchings.”  
     Call for prices. 480.491.8460 

Right 
And 

Above 
Valley 

Of 
Fire 


